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Recent GAO (US Government Accountability Office) estimates 
suggest that more than 100 million American computers, 
monitors, and televisions become obsolete each year. Many of 
these get stored in closets or attics but around 13% make their 
way to recyclers or non-profits. The best and highest use of a 
computer is to be refurbished and reused—what the CACRC 
does best. According to CompuMentor’s report, Islands in the 
Waste Stream, “from an environmental standpoint, it is 
preferable to reuse computers an extra two or three years than 
to recycle their components.” Reselling or reusing in programs 
like Computers for La Kids, Computers for La Families, our 
Cordoba Mexico Project, or the many thousands of computers 
that the CACRC donated to hurricane relief, saves 5 to 20 times 
more energy than recycling. The need for used computers 
across the US is nearly 30 million and yet only 200,000 are 
refurbished every year.  

 
Recycling your used computer not only helps protect the 
environment from toxins in the landfill while helping out 
those who may not be able to afford a brand new computer. It 
does much more! The Environmental Protection Agency has 
an emission equivalency calculator that illustrates the big 
picture environmental bonuses of reusing and recycling your 
computer system. Reusing just one computer with a CRT 
monitor saves: 

year, and a net cost savings of $670. 
 
According to the EPA emissions calculator in 2006, the 
environmental savings due to the CACRC’s reuse and recycling 
efforts are the equivalent to: 
 
 

·  an energy savings of  3,350 US households in a year  
·  greenhouse gas reduction equal to removing 2,365 passenger 

cars from the road per year 
·  Solid waste generated by 380 US households in a year 
·  Reduction in air emissions of 156,700 metric tons 
·  Reduction in water emissions of 328 metric tons 
·  Cost savings of $3,290,000 

 
Thanks for your membership and bringing in your old 
equipment. Pass it on. Please tell a friend! 
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30 lbs of hazardous 
waste. 
77 lbs of solid waste. 
77 lbs of materials. 
147 lbs (17.5 gallons) 
of water from being 
polluted. 
32 tons of air from 
being polluted. 
1,333 lbs of CO2 
from being emitted. 
7,719 kilowatts of 
energy. 
 
This is equivalent to 
taking ½ of a car off 
the road, saving 68% 
of one US 
household's allotment 
of electricity for a 


